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About VSNW:
our high level ambitions
• Reimagining the role of VCSE groups in 

communities and across emerging 
geographies;

• A re-invigoration of democracy that 
connects citizens to service design, 
delivery and accountability; 

• Growth strategies that are responsive 
to the challenges facing communities in 
everyday life;

• Social change driven by communities 
sparked by VCSE, eg: “Eradicating 
inequality in a generation’s time”
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This means we need… FOUR RECOMMENDATIONS

Place-based industrial 
strategies

Reset of Whitehall/Town Hall 
relationship

(via “social contracts”)

Inclusive Growth at heart of 
public investment
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= Economic Success
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Figure: Summary of the Commission’s new economic (national and local) model of 
‘Inclusive Growth’



What is “Social infrastructure”?
The Commission’s definition…
“The following are especially important types of social infrastructure 
investment:
• Early years support, including evidence-based child development and pre-

school programmes. In addition, childhood, adolescence and family-based 
interventions.

• Education, skills and lifelong adult learning, with an appropriate 
composition of investment to support labour market inclusion. 

• Early intervention and prevention-oriented, rather than reactive, public 
services, including ‘upstream’ public health and mental health initiatives, 
and integrated programmes to address complex needs and labour market 
disadvantage.

• Community development and capacity building, including investment into 
local anchor institutions, such as voluntary sector organisations, youth 
services, faith groups, social enterprises and housing associations.”



Call for “repatriated EU funds” to be invested 
in driving ‘inclusive growth’
“Central government establish a new independent UK Inclusive Growth 
Investment Fund, incorporating repatriated ESIF funds and other 
relevant funding streams, to pump-prime innovative place-based 
investment designed to boost inclusive growth” p. 11

The Fund would be overseen by a multi-stakeholder board, including 
city leaders, private sector leaders, Whitehall officials and the chair of 
the National Infrastructure Commission.



Perspectives: Professor Henry Overman, Commissioner

Key messages for Overman from the Commission:

1. Economic success measures must include how different spatial areas, 
and social and income groups benefit. 

2. “investment in social infrastructure – including public health, early years 
support, skills and employment services – should go hand in hand with 
investment in physical infrastructure”

3. “’align social and economic policy around promoting inclusive growth’. 
Again, this is crucially important. For many parts of central and local 
government, the key policy interventions for delivering inclusive growth 
lie far outside the traditional remit of local economic growth policy.”

Source: What should we do to help make our economy work for everyone, 
Professor Henry Overman, 8th March 2017, http://bit.ly/OvermanIC

http://bit.ly/OvermanIC


Perspectives: Neil McInroy, CLES

• Inclusive Growth as an agenda is not a sufficiently fundamental shift (Neil 
talks of two more radical models: ‘inclusive economy’ and ‘inclusive 
society’)

• What if there is no growth? (ie Is ‘Inclusive Growth’ much more than good 
‘trickle-down’ economics?)

• Issues of wealth, poverty, ownership, austerity and democratisation are 
missing.

• What about new economic models (as explored by CLES’ Community 
wealth building work)? 

Source: Inclusive Growth: making the Economy work for a few more, 
Neil McInroy, 8th March 2017: http://bit.ly/McInroy

http://bit.ly/McInroy


My questions for VCSE sector…

1. What about rural areas? Deprivation again mapped by economic 
potential of towns and cities (mostly core cities).

2. What does ‘social infrastructure’ look like from our perspective?
3. Democracy/ownership touched on in foreword: “give people and places 

… a greater sense of ownership and control” p. 1. How is this played out? 
Is this played out? Especially in ‘Social contracts’. Where does this 
connect with onward devolution?  Or is this fudged? 

4. What’s our role as a sector in ‘inclusive growth’? Is that adequate? Does 
it make the most of us as a sector?

5. How do we… engage? drive the agenda and the investment? articulate 
our sector’s role in creating ‘community wealth’? ‘democratise’ local 
economies? 



And again…

• Reimagining the role of VCSE groups in 
communities and across emerging 
geographies;

• A re-invigoration of democracy that 
connects citizens to service design, 
delivery and accountability; 

• Growth strategies that are responsive 
to the challenges facing communities in 
everyday life;

• Social change driven by communities 
sparked by VCSE, eg: “Eradicating 
inequality in a generation’s time”

Source: http://bit.ly/STPCommunities

http://bit.ly/STPCommunities

